
TO 

KING HENRY THE FOURTH 

IN PRAISE OF PEACE 

El«t.u Cri.1ti, /Jit Ra lltllrit~, f•iltl, 
(PLi /Jmt t~'!liJfl l'NIR JT#flria Yipul PtJUii / 
TN ma/(1 111'thti fNt banis ikllfll t'tJiitlli.stl, 
£1 jJt1jtwltt lr/.1/i lfiiUn p1ulln tQnfn'iNisll. 
Est mk/u' .tpt& /a/a fNDd afl/tNt j>lr" /e U lt6NIJf11 

Suut1ft~tljllla vtltn' prt~ltllttlt hflla, 
Est li~l llaJJI graJa gratia ./flolllt (/altt.. 

0 woaTm noble lq-ng, fJenry the ferthe, 
In whom the glade fortune is befalle 
The potpie to governe uppon this erthe, 
God hnth the chose in comfort or ous aile : 
Tbc> wonchipe or this land, which was doun rnllc, 
Now stant upriht thurgb grate or tbi goodnesse, 
Which every man is holde rono blesse. 

The highe god of his jU.$1i<e allone 
The right which longeth to thi regalie 
Declared hath to •tondc in thl peNJone, o o 
And more thnn god may no man juste.fie. 
Thi title &s knowe uppon thin llnceslrle, 
The londes folk bath ek thy riht llfi'ermed ; 
So stont thi regne or god and man confermed. 
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TO KING HENRY THE FOURTH 

Ther is no man m:U seie in other wise. 
That god himself nc both thi riht declared, 
Whcrcor che fond is boun to thi sen·i:se, 
Which for def.1lte of help hRLh Ionge cared: 
Bot now ther is no mrannes he.rte spared 
To lo\•t ~d serve and wirche thi plesJnte, 
And Ill is this tburgh godes poun·ciMoe. 

In ollc thing wbicb is of god bcgonne 
Ther rolwith grace, if it be wd governed: 
Thus tellen thei whiche oldc bookes conne, 
Whereof, my lord, y wot wei tbow art lemed. 
Axe or thi god, so sch:Lil thou nogbt be werned 
or no reqweste which is resonable; 
For god unto the goode is fovoroble. 

Kyng Salomon, which hadde ot his :uinge 
o r god what thing him .... levest to =•e. 
He cbes wisdom unto the governynge 
or goddis fol,k, the which• he wolde save : 
And as he ches it fcl him forto hove; 
For thurgh his wit, whil that his rcgne: lu te, 
He got him pees and reste unto the laste. 

Bot Alisoundre, as tellm Ws histoin; 
Unto the god besoghtc in othcr weie, 
or llll the 'II'Orld to winne the victoirc, 
So that undir his sword it myht obeic. 
In werre be badde •J thot he wolde preie, 
'!'he rnyghti god behight him thot beheste, 
The world he Wllll, and hod it or conqweste. 

Bot thogb it fel :tt thilke time so, 
That Alis.tndre his lll<inge hath achie,·ed, 
This sinful world wu aJ ~iene tho, 
Was non which hath the hihe god beliC>·ed : 
No wondir w:u tbogb thilke world was grieved, 
Thogh o timunt his pourpoo myhte winne; 
AI WI\$ vcngance nnd lnronunc or sinne. 
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IN PRAISE OF PEACE 

Bot now th~ feith or Crist is como a pl•ce 
Among the princes in thi:s ertbe hiere, 
rt sit hem wcl to do pite and gmce i 
Bot yit it mo~ be tempred in mnncre : 
For as thei findcn eouse in the m~tierc 
Oppon the poin~ what afti,..3rd betide, 

The "'"• or n11l sehaJ noght be leid aside. 

So moi a kyng of wcrre the ""'&• 
Ordeigne Md toke, as be thcrto is holdc, 
To cleime nnd IUC bis rightful herilllge 
In nile pl:u:es wher it is withholde: 
Bot otloe.r wise if god himsilYe woldc 
AJTerme lo•e and pes betwen the kynges, 
Pes is the beste abo,·e aile> erthely thinges. 

Good is teschue werre, and oatbeles 
A kyng ""'Y make wcrre uppon his right, 
For or bolllile the fino! ende is pees. 
Tbus slllnt the lowe, that o worthi knyght 
Uppon his trouthe may go to the fight ; 
Bor iC $0 were tl1nt he myghte ~hese, 

6o 

Bette is the 1~ of which ""'Y no mon lese. 1• 

(Sustene) pes oglue e,·cry nun olyve, 
l'im fur to sette his liege lord in reste, 
And ek these othre men that thei ne stryve; 
For so this world nlai $lOnden ate beste. 
What k)•ng that wolde be the worthieste, 
The more he myghte ourc ded!y werre cesse, 
The more he scliUlOe his worthineuc: cncresse. 

Pes is the chief of oJ tho worldes we!the, 
And to the he>-en it ledetb ek the weie; 
P<S is of swle :tnd lif the m:tnnes helthc, So 
or pestilence •nd doth the werrc ... cl •• 
M i Uegc lord, tok hiede of that y ocic, 
lf wcrre mny be left, tak pes on honde, 
Which rnny noght be wlthoute goddis sonde. 

54 as om. Til 6s uthJy Tb 1' s . ... res (oASttlt 
~tfth" S) l' To st-etc peace Th ~-cbc on lyuc rh 74 ill'ldr 
1AA 1 Sb.h d~ Tb 

I i :: 



TO KINC IIENRY THE FOURTH 

\Vitb pes lbnt ~-ery cre2ture jn reste; 
IVithoute pes tber may DO I if be glad: 
Above aile othre good pes is the beste, 
Pts hath himself wh•n wene is nl besllld, 
.. fbe pes is 1.'\U(, the werre is evere ndrnd : 
Pes is of n He el1orite the keie, 
\Vhich harh the Hr and soule forto wcie. 

My liege lord, if tbot the list to aeebe 
The sothe CSIOmpl<l th>t the werrc hath 'fn'OShl, 
Thow sehalt wiel biere of wi.<emmnts speche 
Tb:lt dedly werre tumtth into nogbt. 
For if these olde boltes be .re soght, 
Tber myght thou se what thing the werre hath do, 
Bothe of conqueste ond c:onquerour olso. 

For vein honour or for the worldes good 
Thci thot whilom the stronge werres made, 100 

Wber be thel now 1 Betheok wei in thl mod. 
n •• day ;, goon, the nyght is derlt and r.1de, 
Her cru:..Jtc, which mad hem th:mne glnde, 
Thei sor"·en now, And yit b...'\·c noght the more; 
The blod is sch•d, which no man m•i restore. 

The WOITC is modir Of tbe WTOoges o.lJe; 
It sletb the prest in holi chin:he at muse, 
Forlith the n1aide and doth hire flour to f•lle. 
The wcrre m•kth the grete Citee losse1 

And doth the 1a"-'C his reufes overpasse. a to 
There is no thing whe:rof mescbef inni growe 
Which is noght caused o ( the werr-e, y Lrowe. 

The werre bringth in poverte ot bise hieles, 
\Vberof the eomon poeple is sore grie<ed; 
The nrTe hllh set his an on th~ke whieles 
Wber th>t fonune mai noghL be helie>·ed. 
For wtun men wcne best t·o ~,·e achieved, 
Ful ofte it is •I newe tO beginne : 
The werre h>th no thing sik.er, tbogh he winne. 
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IN PRAISE OF PEACE 

1-·ortbi., my worthi prince, in Ctistes M.h~e, t Jo 
M for a pon wbos feith thou host to guide, 
Ley to this olde sor a newe solve, 
And do the wem: awei, what so betide : 
Pourchacc pes, 11nd set it be thl side, 
And su[re nogbt thi poeple be devoured, 
So iCbol thi nome everc after stonde honoured. 

I ( e:ny man be now or evere was 
Ayein the pes tbi preve eou!Ueillour, 
Let god hen of thi counsel! in this cu, 
lind put awei the auel werreiour. 
For god, which is of m>n the c:rctour, 
He wolde noght men slowe his creature 
Withoote couse of dedly forfeture. 

Wher nedeth most, hehoveth most to toke. 
Mi lord, bow so lhi werr~ ben withoute, 
or time p<tssed who thlt hiede toke, 
Good were at bOIIr to se riltt wei aboute; 
For everemor the waste is (orto doutc : 
Bot if thou myshtcst porfit pes >tteigne, 

1)0 

Ther sebulde he DO couse fono pleigne. ••• 

Aboute a ltyng good eounseil iJ to preise 
Abo•-e aile otbre thinges most vaibble; 
Bot yit a k)·ng withinne himself sebal peise, 
And se the thinges thot hen r<10nable, 
And ther uppon he schal his wines stoble 
1\mong the men to scu c pes In evene, 
For lo••e of him which is tl1e ltyng of hevene. 

Ho, wei is him thot schedde nevere blod, 
Bot if it we:re in uuse of rihtwisnes.se: 
For if a kyng the peril undirstod, rs• 
Wb3t is to sle the poeple, thanne y gesse, 
The dedly werres and the hevynesse, 
Wberof the pes distourbid is Cui one 
Schulde a.t som time ctsse 11nd we.xe 50rte4 
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TO KING HENRY THE FOURTH 

0 kyng fulfild of grace and of knyghthode, 
.Remembrc uppon this point for Cristes sake, 
If pes be profred unto tbi tnAnbode, 
Thin honour 10u(, let it noght be fot'S>ke. 
Though thou the werres dant wei undirUlte, 
A!tir reson yit tempre tbi corage, 
For lich to pes ther is non o .. ntAge. 

My worthi lord, thenk .. ·el, ho" ao befolle, 
or thilke lore, .. holi bokes oein, 
Crist is the heved and we ben membres aile, 
Als wei the subgit as the aovereign : 
So sit it wei that charite be plein, 
Which unto god himselve most oeordetb, 
So as the lore of Cristes word recordeth. 

In tholde lawe, er Crist bimse.lf was bore, 
Among the ten eemandementz y rede 
Row !hot mansbghtre schulde be forbore; 
Such was the wiU that time of the godbede : 
And aftirw;ud, whanne Crist tok his manbede, 
Pes was the fe,.tc thing be let do erie 
Ayein the wOtldes mncour nnd envie. 

And er Criat wente out of this erthe hiere, 
And stigh to hevene, he made his testament, 
Wber be beqwath to his disciples there 
And y;~f his pes. which is the roundement 
or <:barite, withouten wbos .usent 
The worldes pes mai nevere wei be tried, 
Ne love kept, ne lawe justefied. 

The }ewes with the paiens hadden werre, 
Bot thci among hemself otode evere in pes : 

t6o 

•7• 

t8o 

Wbi schulde thonne oure pes stonde out of herre, 
Which Crist hath chose unto hi• oghne eneres? 
For Crist is rnore than was Moites, 
And Crist hnth set the porfit of the lawe, 
The which scholde in no wi.se be witbdrawe. 
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IN PRAISE OF PEACE 

To yive ous pes w:.u cause whi Crist d~de ; 
Withou(c pes may no thintt stonde nvatled : 
Bot now a mo.n mai sen on everi side 
How Crincs fcith is every dai 1.\SSDJltd, 
With the Paiens destruid, Gnd fO b:uailed 
That for derolte of help and of defence 
Unethe both Crist his dewc re,·erence. 

T he rightc feith to ktJ>e of holy chirche 
The Ante point is named of knyghthode, 
And everi man is boldc forto wircbe 
Uppon the point which stlnt to his manhode. 
Bot now, helo$, the &.me is sprad so broode, 
That cvcri worthi man this thing oompleigneth. 
And )'il thcr is no mon whieh help ordelgneth. 

The worldes e.'use is wt~ited overal, 
Ther ben the werres redi 10 the rune; 
Bot Cristes oghne cause in special, 
Ther ben the swerdes and the speres dulle ; 
And with the sentence of the popes bulle, 
As forto do the folk poien obeie, 
1'hc chirche is turned al nn other weie. 

It is to wondre above a m:annys wit 
\Vitboutc werre bow Criates reith was wonne, 
And we that ben uppon this enbe yit 
Ne kepe it noght, as it wos first begonne. 
To C\'try creature undir the tonne 
Crist bad himself how thAI we sc.bulden preehe, 
And to the folk his evongile teche. 

More light it is to kepe than to make ; 
Bot that we founden mad to(ore the bond 
We kepe noght, bot letc it lightly sl.aie. 
The pes or Crist hath altobroke his bond, 
'''e rcste ourselve o.nd soorrrin every 1ond 
To slen ech other ns thing undefendid : 
So stan! the werre, and pes is noght omendld. 
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¢8 TO KING HENRY THE FOURTH 

Bot tbogh the heved of holy chirdle abo•• 
Ne do noght al his hole businesse 
Among the men to setle pes and lo•·e, 
These kyngos oughten or here right .. 'isneue 
Here oghne caUJe among bemself redrosse : 
Tbogh Petres sehip ., now bath lost his stiere, •J• 
It lith in hem that barge forto stierc. 

1( holy eberche after the duete 
or Ctist<S word ne be nogbt at avysed 
To make pes, acord and unite 
Among the kiogos that ben now devised. 
Vit nalbeles lbe bwe Stint :wised 
or mannys wit to be so resonablc, 
Witboutc that to stonde bemselve stllble. 

or holy chirche we ben children aile!, 
And every child is holden forto howe •+> 
Unto the modir, how that evere it fhll.c, 
Or ellos he n1ot reson desolowe: 
And for that cause a knyght scbal ferst avowe 
The right of holi chirche to defeode, 
Tbat no =n sch•l the prevllege olfende. 

Thus were it good to setten 2.1 in evenc 
The worldes princes and the prebtt both<!, 
For lo•·e of him which is the kiog of bevene: 
And if n>cn scholdc algate wexe wrothe, 
The Samzino, whiche unto Crist be lothe, •s• 
Let men ben anned ayein hem to fighte; 
So mai the knyht his dede or annes righte. 

Uppon thre poin11 stMt Cristes pes oppressed : 
Ferst holy cherche is in hirsilf divided, 
Which ougbte of reson 1\rst to be redrcsced; 
Bot yit so higbe • cause is ooght decided. 
And thus, wban bumble paeiena: is prided, 
The rcmenMt, which that thei schulden reule, 
No ··ondir il lhough it st.oode OUl or reute. 
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I N PRAISE OF PEACE 

Of that the heved is oiek, the limes oken: •!So 
These regoes that to Cristes pes belongen 
For worldes good these dedly werres molten, 
Whiche belpeles u in b•lance hongen. 
TI1e beved above bem both noght undirfongen 
To seue pes, bot every man sleeth other, 
And in this wise hath c:hnr;te no brother. 

The two defaltes bringen in the tbridde, 
or mescreantz, that Kn how we debate, 
~t•cn the two lbel fallen in omidde, 
Wber now aldai lbei 1\nde an open pte. •7• 
Lo, thus the dedly werre stont alg,tte; 
Bot evere y hope of King Henries groce 
Tbot he it is which scbal the pes embrace. 

My worlbi noble prince ond kyng enoignt, 
Whom god bath of his grnce so presen·ed, 
Behold and se the world uppon this point, 
As for thi part that Crbtes pos be sef\/ed : 
So schal thin bighe mede be dese"'ed 
To him which al schal qwiten ate bste, 
For Ibis lif hiere moi no while bste. •So 

See Alisaodre, Ector and Julius, 
See Macbabeu, O.vid and Josue, 
See Cbarlemeine, Codefro~ Arthus, 
Fulfild of werre and of morllllite. 
Here fame abit, bot aJ ii vnnite; 
For deth, which bath the werres under fote, 
Ho.th mad nn endc of which thet is no bote. 

So mai a man the sothe wito 3nd knowe, 
That pes is good for every king to have : 
The fortune: or the wtrre is evere unlmowe, J9'l 
Bot wher pes is, thcr ben the marches sa•·e. 
That now is up. to monre is under gra,·e; 
The mighti god both aile grna: in honde, 
With outeo him pes mai nought Ionge stonde. 
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TO KING H£NRY THE: FOURTH 

Or the Tenctz to w.inne or lese a chace, 
~bi no ur witc or that the bal be ronne: 
AI stont in god, what thing men schal pourchacc, 
Tbcnde is in him <r that it be bcgonne. 
Men Kin the wolle. whAnne it il wel sponne, 
Doth that the cloth is lllrong and profitable, ;;oo 
And cUes it mai nevere be du,..ble. 

The worldes cbaunccs uppon ~venture 
Ben ••·ere scu, bot thilkc cbauncc of pes 
Is 10 behovcli to the creature. 
~t it above tile othre is piereles : 
Bot it m•i noght be gete nothelcs 
Among the men to ! .. ten eny while, 
Bot wber the bene Is pleln witboute gu7lc. 

The pes is u it were • saaement 
Tofore the god, and .. bat with wordes pleinc 
Withouteo <ny double entendernent 
Be tretcd, for the trouthe can noght feioe: 
Bot if the men wlthinne h<msclf be veint, 
The suhs!Anec of the pes may nogbt be ttewe, 
Ilot every d•i it choungcth uppon ncwe. 

Bot who that is of charite porfit, 
He voldeth olle oleigbtcs ferr •weie, 
And aett M• word uppon the s:une pUt, 
Whcr that his hcrte hath founde n sikcr weie : 
And thus whnn coautience is ucwly weie, 
. \nd th>t the pes be h•ndlid with the wise, 
It schal nblde and sto11de in aile wise. 

'n~t~postle scith, tbcr mai no lif be good 
Which is noght grounded uppon charite, 
For charite nc achcddc oevcre blod, 
So h•th the wcrrc as tber no propritc : 
For thilke venu which is seid pile 
With ehorite 10 f<rforth i• oqweinted, 
That in hire m•y no fals scmblant be pelnted. 
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IN PRAISE OF P£AC£ 

Cassodre, whos wrhlnge i5 auctori.zed, ~30 
Seith, • •her tbnt pite reignoth, th<r is grace, 
Thurgh which the pes hAth AI his wetthe usised, 
So that or werrc he dredeth no ""'noee. 
Wber pile dwelloth, in the .. me place 
Tber mal no dedly eruelte 10jorne, 
"'herof that merci sehulde his weie torne. 

To se what pite forth with mm:y doth, 
The croniqe is at Rome in thilke empire 
or Con.suntin, whith is a tale soth ; 
Wlun him was le<ere his oghne dtth desire J<O 

Than do the yonge children to martire, 
Of erualte he bile the querele, 
Pite he wroghte ond pite wu bis hele. 

For thilke mAnncs phe which be dcde 
God wa. pitous ond mod him hoi at t1 ; 
Silvtstre: am, nnd in the same stede 
Vaf him baptisme firtt in special, 
Whieh dide ..... 1 the slnnc origiMI, 
And at his Iepre It h31h 10 purified, 
That his pile for evere is onognified. 31• 

Pite wn.5 cause whi this cmperour 
Wns hoi in bodi and in aoule bothe, 
And Rome also wns set in thilke honour 
or Criotes feith, 50 thM the llcve of lotbe, 
Whiche hndden be with Crill tofore wrothe, 
Rcsceived weren unto Crlstcs lore : 
Thus schol pite be preiaed evermore. 

My worthi liege lord, Henri be name, 
Which Engelond hast to governc and rigbte, 
Men oghttn wet thi pile to proclame, 36o 
Which openliche in at the worldes aighte 
Is schewed with the help or god tlmigbte, 
To yive ous pes. which Ionge bath be debated, 
Wheror thi p<is shol ncvere ben abated. 
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TO KING HENRY THE FOURTH 

My lord, in whom bath evt.~ yit be founde 
Pite witboute spot of riolen.., 
Kep tbilke !"'" alwei witbinne bounde, 
Which god bAth plllllted in thi eonscience : 
So scbal the cronique of thi pacience 
Among the scint.t be take into memoire 370 
To the locnge of perdurnble gloire 

And to Utin erthli prls, so as y can, 
Which everi llllln b holde to eommende, 
I, Gower, which llm aJ thi liege man, 
This leure unto thin exc:dJeooe y sendt, 
As y whkh evere unto my liveo ende 
Wol praie for the ltal of tbi petSOne 
In worscbipe of tbi aceptre ll!ld of thi throne. 

Noght only 10 my king of pes y write, 
.Bot to these othre princes cristene aile, 3Bo 
That ech of hem his oghne herte endite, 
And see the werre er more mescbief falle : 
Sette ek the rightful Pope uppon his sl411e, 
Kep charitc and draugh pile to honde, 
Maintene b.we, and so the peo scbal stonde. 

Explicit carmen do paela comm.eodac:ione-. q,a.od ad 
laud em ct memoriam Mrallulmi prindpla domlo.l Reel• 
H_endci quarti llil.u• hwnlll.a orator Iohannu Cower com· 
posult. Et uunc aeqaJtur eplstoJa ln qua idem loannes 
pro ot&tu et oalute dlcU domlal aul apud oltloolmum 
deuociua e.xorat. 

R&x ccli deus et dominus, qui tempora. solus 
Condidit, et sol us condita cuncta regit; 

Qul rerum e&UJU ex se: prodw:it et vnum 
In ae principium ~bus ineosc dedit; 

Qui dedit VI stabfli motu eonsisteret orbb 
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REX CELl DEUS rrc. 

Faus ineternum mobilitate •~ ; 
Quique potens , . .,bi produ•il •d eosc crcata, 

Quique sue mentis lege ligauit ea i 
I pae capUI regum, reges quo redifiantur. 

Te que tuum regnum, rex pie, queso, rego.t. to 

Grata supc:rueniens tc rnisit graeiA nobis, 
Quo sine lobe !Oilus nulln perante fuit 

Sic tuu.s :tducntus noUA g11udia sponte reduxit, 
Quo prius in luc:tu 1ncrim:~. maior eral : 

Nos tua milicies P"uldos relell3uit ab ymo, 
Quos prius oppreuit ponderis omne malum : 

Ex probitate tua, quo mors bdtaboat. in \"mbra, 
Vita rcsurexit clara que regno rept: 

Stc tua son sorttm mediante deo renoua·wn 
Sanat et emendnt, que prius egrn fuit. Jo 

0 pie rex, Cristum per te lAud~mus, ':' ipsun1 
Qui tibi no~ tribuit terrt\ ~e~10a . coht. . . 

S.octn sit illa die• quo tu ubt regno peustt, 
Sanctus et ille deus qui libi regon dedit. 

Qui tibi prima tulit, <ontirmet rtgnA futu_ra, 
Quo poteris ruogno magnus honore frut. 

Sit tibi progenies ita rnu1tiplicata pet ~uum, 
Quod genus indc pium rep\e21 omne solum. 

Quicqnid in orbe boni fucrit, tibi summus •b alto 
Donet, '\It in terri.s rex in honore. reps; 30 

Omne quod est turpe va.c.uum disc:edat, et o·mne 
Est quod honoriflcum dct deus eose ~um. 

Consiliun\ nullum, pie rex, te w.ngal intquunl, 
In quibus occuhum stit deus ...., dolum. 

Absit nuMicia, ne to..ngat regia. corda, 
Nee queat in term proditor esse tua. 

Sic tua processus habeat fortuna perhennes. 
Quo recoL>nt IAudes ateula cu~ta tuas: 

Nuper rt Augusti fue:rant .precon13. .Rome, 
Coocinat in gestls An,ha tet2 tws. ,.o 

0 tihi, rex, euo detur. fortiss;me, nortro 
Semper bonorata sceptra tenere manu : 

Steo ita magnanhnus quod, vbi tua ~ gubernas, 
1·erreat hu parte~ hostitll nulla manu.i i 
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Augeat imperium tibi Cristua d augeat annos, 
Protegat et nostr:as auaa corona (orcs : 

Sit tibi pax finis. domito domineris in orbe, 
Cunctaqu~ sint hum<riJ inftriora tWo. 

Sic honor ct ,mus_ laos, gloria, pax que pcxesw 
T~ que tuum r~num magnifocare queanL so 

Cordis amore boni, pie rex. mea VOla. paraul; 
Corpore cum nequii, seruio mente tJbi : 

Ergo tue laudi que tuo geounexUJ honor! 
Verb3 loco doni pauper habcndll tuli . 

.Est tamen ista mei, pie rex-, sentenc:i<~ verbi, 
Fine tui regoi sint tibi ~"" poll. 
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